THE LRRP/RANGERS

OF THE FIRST CAVALRY DIVISION
DURING THE VIETNAM WAR

ORLANDT_HI3SION_SUCCESSFUL

The reunion in July was outstanding--nothing less! The forty-

six LRRP/RANGERS and their fasilies were a aixture of “87
reunion returnees and first-time reunion attendees. As a re-
turnee I can tell you it was great to see those people who
attended last year's reunion again and to meet those who "came
home® for the first tise in Orlando.

In addition to the offically scheduled revnion activities
there was an infinite variety of things to do in Orlando. LRRP/
RANGERS and their fasilies reconned Disney World, EPCOT, Board-
walk & Baseball, Cypress Bardeas, the Keanedy Space Center, and
other points of interest in the area.
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OFFICIAL BUSINESS

It qoes without saying that our first twoe reunions would
never have cccurred without the tireless efforts of Bonnie and
Hike Echteriing. HNike and Bonnie have tracked down LRRP/RANGERS
at an amazing rate, but not without cost., At the present time
approxisately 330 veieraps have Geen located and there are even
gore that that yet to be found. @s an organization grows if be-
coses increasinely diféicult to manage and it was agreed that
Bonnie and Hike need help as we continue to find sore people.
To assist with the work and financing of this operalion five
cosmittess were foraed in Orlando, The cosmitiees and their
leaders are zs follows:

| 752-3886
} 283-8429

1) 942-2228
19) §75-4589
{703} §89-0827
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WHO _WE_ARE - SHOW_YOUR COLORS

fis you have probably noticed from our newletter banner, the
board has officially designated our organization as "The LRRP/
RANGERS of the First Cavalry Division During the Vietnaa Kar®.
Qur official crest which appears on the banner was designed by
Beorge Paccerelli. The crest is copyrighted and says it all.

In Orlando, as at Killeen in '87, some enterprising LRRP/
RANGERS brought T-shirts and hats with various ensignia coaseac-
rating our units. The following iteas are available for
purchase at this tiee:

Decals with our official crest - Available froa Honnie
Echterling, cost $1 each. (Paccerelli says, "Your pickup
truck is out of unifors if it doesn’t sport our esblem along
with a rifle over the seat, an NRA decal, and a busper
sticker proclaising sosething about how and when they'll take
your qun away!®)

Fix, cost $16 each. These shirts were a big hit in Orlando.
They were prodyced by Harry Miller and are abselutely first
‘ratz! Be sure to specidy size, §-M-L-IL.

Brennan {Hrs. Hichael Breapani, cost $19 esach. Hake check
payabie to Donna or Charles Burckhardl, We need more orders
{monsy} te olace a sinimus order. He're alsost there! These
are really sharp and colorful hats,

HcElroy (Hrs. Rex HeElroyl, cost 98 each. Hake check pavable
1t

to Julie. One size fits all. Looks great,
The folks who are providing this serchandise are
ing their profits to our grganization., It's all top
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2n you order, you suppori our LRRP/RANGER fapily!

f the reunion, wers distribu-
Increases, copving costs,
profibit sziling to all
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LARF/RANRERS,




&s we continue to grow our expenses continue to grow alsa.
In the early days of locating LRRP/RANGERS the costs were born
by the Echterlings, the Paccerellis, and whatever contributions
trickied in fros folks who wanted to help. W®e are toc big to
continue financing in this way and still do a good job. Chico
Garcia and the finance comaittee are generating ideas and consid-
ering alternatives to meet our financial needs. You'li be hear-
ing sore on their progress soon. In the seantime, if you wish

to make a contribution to help our cause send your checks to
Augustine Barcia.

This year's reunion is over. It was exciting and reugrding
tor those of us fortunate enough to attend. Betting urgan{zed
was an isportant itea on the agenda and we've taken stgps tn t?e
right direction. Plans are already under a;y.$nr Reunion 89 in
Killeen, Texas. It will be the last weekend in June. Mark yaour
calendars, put in for your vacation, and make the soves you need
to BE THERE! You won't be disappointed!!

A list of LRRP/RANGERS attending the reunion in ﬁrianﬁu is
given below. HNesbers of the correspondence coamittee pravide
sose nersonal insights on the reunion on the next two pages.

b special thank you and tip of the beret to beorge
Richardson for his art work. SEE YOU IN TEXAS!!!

flear LRAPs and Rangers,

#y wife, Sharon, our new LERPeite, Sara, and I wish fo
thank all these that sade the reunion pessible.

It was good to see the new faces mired in with those that
attended the first reunion. This vear I et up with 2 few gquys
that 1 pulied missions with, Well, after a few "You losk
familiars® and with the help of name fags, we were resunifed
again.

Bzsides those “You'd never forget® [ was privileged to hear
# sose special people ai Ins unit juncheon. WHe gave thanke
noring a chopper siist that was preseni, one of many that

when a teas was in need. Gne olher Righ point was hearing
trom the members of the first (RR

Can vou imagine being
thz first one with no one to lezrs fros? My hat is off to thes,
i [¢ tho whois reunion waz

i it, plan for 1989, For those

neck the roster for 2 couple of namss
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fndy fllen
James Barrett
Jack Houwles
Hike Brennan
Breg Catherwood
Waylon Chappell
Ron Christopher
Leo Corey
Sam Dixon
Hike Echterling
Tony Fabian
Gerald Farrow
Lee Fix
Doug Fletcher
Joseph &ilchrest
rt Buerrero
Beorge Gentry
fugustine Barcia
Ron Hamaon
Bill Hand
Fred Joyce
Bruce Judkins
Walter Kraft

REUNION "§E

Jim Ketrow
Bonald Walcole
Doug Hatze
Edward Hendoza
fex McElroy
Robert NcKenzie
favid NcWilliaas
Fat 0'Brien
Paul G'Brien
George Paccerelli
Rusty Ratzlow
Cal Renfro
Beorge Richardson
Jim Ross
Chuck Schwinn
Howard Shute
Eugene Siapson
Ronald Tavalero
fnthony Vaughn
Al Voelkel
Dick ®all
Chuck Windhaa
Ran Wood
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Just humped in
from Orlando...

GREAT AOQ!l!




To the Fasily
Beunion ‘B8'Y Hhat a Success!!

1 was unable to aitend last year's reunion, bul was
detersined to make this ons,

Words fail se when it coses to expressing how I felt inside
tc once again meet soe of the guys that I served with/oy while
OVErSEas,

It is sy understanding that last year’s reunion was an

This year's recnion seesed to be sore of a fasily reunion.
Qur fasily consists of those who first began as LRRP Det., 1Fist
Hi, then HHC (LRRF}, Ca. £ (L®P) S2nd INF., and ended with Co. H
Ranger, 75th INF. Although we changed our *unit® name several
tiges we 211 had the sase “coason aission®.

i believe that beceuze of this “rosmacn mission” and knowing
what each other went through is what gives our family 2 unicue
bond, one to the other.

Even though we lost several hours of sleep I really enjoyed
just talking about some of the funny and weird things that some
of us did when we were not cut on a sission. [ do think that if
we were caught doing scae of thes today we would probably be

coanitted.
' fnce again, words fail se as to how I felt when 1 got to
nset you guys after so long of a tise. If the Lord is willing I
will see you for Reunion 'B9. Hay Bod bless each one of you and
your families.
Chuck Schwinn

This was my first reunion and I sust say it was excellent.
It was great to see all the guys that I was with in the Rangers
and also aeet the Rangers that were there before and after se.
After 18 years everyone seemed to look about the same. 1 have
never been associated with such a great group of pecple in ay
life as the Rangers and their fasilies. 1 hope everyone that
cape to the reunion this year plus all the ones that didn’t will
pake it next year.

Dick #all

Hello Fellow Vets

1 was always proud of the unit I served with. After two
resnions 1 understand why. Now I am also proud of the men I
served with. The friendships that have been made with Rangers
are far better than some of those with whoa I work. It has been
great to have soseone to talk to that understands. 1 have gone
hose fesling better about ayself. Some of us that live close by
will be paying each other a visit throughout the year.

Hope to see you all next year.

Sam Dixon
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it Sen 87

3t Sep 87

27 Sep §7

29 Sep 87

8 May B8
20 May 88

§ June 83
9 June §8

26 Jul 88

28 Jul 83

29 Jul B8

29 Jul 83

3G Jul BR

3 Jul 83

REUNIGN '83: A CHRONOLOGY
by A1 Voelke! and Karen bGramen:z

Al gets rather strange Ietter froz unknown woaan in
Indiana who calls herseif "The Paper Fusher®.

Karea says: "Al, did you see this letter you gat

vesterday from somebody in  Indiana?® Al savs:
: ¥
3

"Strange letter. Just put it down.®

Karen writes ietter to unknown woman who calls
herseit “The Paper Pusher” telling her letter
received and please be patient because Al is a little
shy.

i and Karen get letter froz “The Paper Pusher®
caying she is glad Al got letter, she's patient, but
saybe Al warks to go ahead and join the lst Cav,

fssn.?" Al saysr “Just put it down.®

Karen says: *fl, did you see this letter froa the
woman in Indiana suggesting you go ahead and join the
ist Cav.Assn.?® £l says: “Just put it down.®

1 says: ‘“Karen, did you send that check to the Ist
Cav. #ssn,?®

Karen says: “Did you see this registration fora in
the Saber about the reunion?® Al says: "Yes. Just
put it dows.®

Karen says: *If we're going to that reunion in
Orlande in July, you'd better put in for vacation.®
Al says: I already did.®

Al gets another registration fors for reunion froa
"The Paper Pusher.®

Al says: “Karen, did you fill out that registratien
fora for the reunion?' e

Al says: “Karen, I don’t know if 1 want to go to
that reunion in Orlando.® Karen says: “We're only a
three-hour drive away. He'll never do it any
cheaper.”®

A1 and Karen leave for Orlanda.

{PH) Al says: “Karen, this is nice, but I don’t
think I'd want to go ail the way to Texas for
another one next year.,"

(eve) Bill Hand arrives at reunion.

Al says: “Karen, when we go to Texas next year,
should we take the kids or not?®

Al and Karen take tearful farewell and leave for
fose. Al says: "Karen, we've got to get in touch
with Hand--he says he wants to go back to Vietnas—-
and I'm going to write to Teagle and Flemaing. And
you've oot to find Donahue and . . ¢

THIS S4YS IT ALL.
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