More Feedback Needed by Scott Smith

Now that we’ve published the HICCUP in several editions of the SABER, there is one thing that’s begun to bother me.  When our leader, Pete BOOTH, asked me to organize a Committee and start the column, he and I both thought that the column would trigger either questions from chapters or individual troopers concerning health care legislation and benefits…or suggestions about specific issues that you want discussed.
Thus far, Bob ARBASETTI and the hard chargers of the New York/New Jersey Chapter have a clear interest in these matters, but we (Barb MacMILLAN, Barry McALPINE, Jim Bob ROLLINS, Scott SJULE and Scott SMITH) have received little in the way of feedback from anyone else.
While we’re pleased that all of our fellow troopers are enjoying good health, receiving all the VA and other benefits to which you’re entitled and have no unanswered health care questions, please be aware that we nonetheless stand ready to respond to any questions or suggestions you might have.
Now, allow me to pose a question to you!  One of the matters that seems to be cropping up here in Nevada and elsewhere is post-traumatic stress disorders as they affect women soldiers and women veterans.  It’s pretty clear to all of us that the Army’s doing a great job of end-running whatever rules exist barring women from ground combat roles, thereby exposing a much higher percentage of women than has been the case in the past to some of the issues heretofore visited primarily upon male service members.  Thus: PTSD.
I’ve seen articles in the New York Times, Good Housekeeping magazine and the VFW magazine and on ABC News that have offered a variety of facts.  For example, as of June, 2008, 19,084 female veterans of Iraq or Afghanistan had been diagnosed with mental disorders by the VA…and, as of March, 2009, 11,713 women had been evaluated as having some level of PTSD.  Those, of course, are stats that include only women who are no longer on active service…and who’ve chosen to use the VA system!  That, then, would be only a portion of the total number of service women who’ve incurred some sort of psychological damage as a consequence of the opportunities afforded them by our great democracy.
Here in Nevada we’re beginning to see differences in how---and when---women report this damage, how women cope, what treatment women expect and are given, and so on.  A clear indicator of the fact that all is not well with women veterans is their divorce rate…which is very high and climbing.  Enough evidence has been gathered---across the country---so that the Department of Veterans Affairs has established the Women’s Health Sciences Division at the National Center for P.T.S.D.

So, a question for you:  Have any Chapters experienced this issue (PTSD in women service members and women veterans) and would any of you like this subject explored in greater depth?
